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THE GREAT MISUNDERSTANDING 

ABOUT SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH 
AND THE QUESTION OF ETERNAL SECURITY

Romans 6:1,2 (6:1-14)
PAUL:

We are saved by grace through faith – works have nothing to do with it.
MAN’S NATURAL RESPONSE:

Since works do not save me, I must be able to sin as much as I want to because I will just get forgiveness for whatever I do!
Paul knew that this would be the reaction to his teaching.  His statement – “GOD FORBID” – literally, “let it not be” - a very strong negative.

The confusion on this is based on the SHALLOW UNDERSTANDING of what actually happens when a person is saved.

SALVATION IS A LEGAL TRANSACTION RESULTING IN A PRONOUNCEMENT OF BEING “NOT GUILTY” – BUT IT IS MORE THAN THAT.

SALVATION IS THE OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN WHICH A PERSON IS UNITED WITH CHRIST PERMANENTLY.


UNITED IN DEATH – CRUCIFIXION


UNITED IN LIFE – RESURRECTION

LET’S ASK IT ANOTHER WAY:  WHY IS THE OBJECTION (SIN MORE, ETC.) ABSURD?

1. IT OVERLOOKS GOD’S PURPOSE.

We are saved from sin – its:


Penalty


Power


Presence

2. IT OVERLOOKS GOD’S MEANS OF SAVING SINNERS.

The Holy Spirit – it is God’s act – not man’s.  We are made alive by the Spirit.  We are in union with Christ.  Union with Christ is the only source of holy living.  Therefore, if we find it possible to “go on sinning that grace may increase,” we only prove by our actions that we are not in union with Christ and, hence, not really saved!

3. IT SHOWS WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND GRACE.

Grace from God certainly does not come to us to allow us to continue our life in the sphere or reign of sin.  Grace delivers us from the bondage and reign of sin and puts us under the reign of grace.

Martyn Lloyd-Jones offers a helpful illustration of the believer’s relation to his old sinful disposition (Romans:  An Exposition of Chapter 6 – Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1972 – pp. 26-27):  “He pictures two adjoining fields, one owned by Satan and one owned by God, that are separated by a road.  Before salvation, a person lives in Satan’s field and is totally subject to his jurisdiction.  After salvation, a person works in the other field, now subject only to God’s jurisdiction.  As he plows in the new field, however, the believer is often cajoled by his former master, who seeks to entice him back into the old sinful ways.  Satan often succeeds in temporarily drawing the believer’s attention away from his new Master and his new way of life.  But he is powerless to draw the believer back into the old field of sin and death.”
TWO WARNINGS
SALVATION IS MORE THAN KNOWING CERTAIN CHRISTIAN THINGS:

· Doctrine

· Knowing about Jesus

· Believing Jesus died on the cross for your sins and rose again!

· Knowing and being with other Christians

Salvation is UNION with Jesus Christ.  Unless you are turning from sin and going on in righteousness as you follow after Jesus Christ, you are not saved.  Don’t be presumptuous – EXAMINE YOUR LIFE!

CARELESS CHRISTIAN LIVING CAN CONTRIBUTE TO PEOPLE MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT GOD’S GRACE AND WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED (this second point in bold was not in original notes)
ARE WE DOING ANY THING THAT WOULD HELP AN UNSAVED PERSON THINK – “Well, if a person is a Christian he/she must be able to do pretty much what they want after they have had their so-called born again experience!”

Read this quote from Barnhouse’s Commentary:  

“It is a lamentable fact that one man who dishonors the gospel by an unholy walk does more injury to the souls of men than ten holy ones can do them good.  I urge you to be part of the solution, part of the ten, rather than part of the problem.  Let your life be marked by righteousness, not marred by sin – for your own soul’s good as well as for the good of other people.”

When we got saved, Jesus changed us.  He gripped our hearts.  When we saw His love for us even while we were yet sinners – that cut our hearts and we had to surrender to Him.  Jesus is our new resident (never to leave) LORD.   All glory to God! 
