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WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT THE VIRGIN BIRTH?

Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25, Galatians 4:4-5

I. THE VIRGIN BIRTH IS ESSENTIAL IN ORDER TO HAVE A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

· Many have a problem with the miraculous or supernatural.  They try to explain everything away by natural phenomena.

· These folks try to reconcile the biblical account with their natural (evolutionary) view by faulty interpretation of the Bible.

· If we disbelieve a supernatural birth, will disbelief in a supernatural atonement, a supernatural resurrection, and a supernatural conversion be far behind?  The history of Christian thought demonstrates that this is indeed a “slippery slope.”

II. THE VIRGIN BIRTH MAKES SENSE PSYCHOLOGICALLY

· The reaction of Mary and Joseph was one of stunned astonishment!  They knew they had maintained a lifestyle of sexual purity.  Their responses in the narrative clearly point to this.

III. THE VIRGIN BIRTH MAKES SENSE LOGICALLY

· By definition, God is able to do the otherwise unobserved and previously unexperienced (a biblical worldview) or He is not God!!

· The Virgin Birth reflects your very concept of God!  Which in turn affects your ability to trust in God with all your heart to save you.

IV. THE VIRGIN BIRTH MAKES SENSE EXEGETICALLY


Old Testament Prediction

· Isaiah 7:14 – virgin – “ALMAH” 
· A sign to Ahaz – 3 aspects

1. This child would be the fulfillment of the Lord’s messianic promise to David.

2. Isaiah also saw this birth as a present reality.  Before this son could know right from wrong, the two oppressing kings would return home.

3. The very ones Ahaz sought to lean on (the Assyrians) would become an agent of harassment against God’s people for generations to come.

· ALMAH = a young woman whose character trait is one of virginity

· This word usage allowed for the fulfillment of a sign in Ahaz’s lifetime, while also allowing for a future Messianic fulfillment when a virgin would conceive and bear a Son.


The Gospel Declaration


Matthew

· Matthew’s geneology – “Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary of whom (Greek = HES, which is feminine) was born Jesus who is called Christ.  Jesus is not listed as Joseph’s son, but Mary’s.

· Joseph’s surprise at Mary’s pregnancy.

· Matthew used the Greek word PARTHENOS for virgin – a very specific word meaning virgin.


Luke

· Luke also used PARTHENOS.

· Luke also emphasized Mary’s surprise (see 1:34)


Apostolic Attestation

· Galatians 4:4

· Romans 8:3-4a

· 2 Corinthians 5:21

· Philippians 2:5-11

· John 1:1, 14

· 1 John 4:2-3

V. THE VIRGIN BIRTH MAKES SENSE THEOLOGICALLY

· Every person born under the lineal descent of Adam is under the curse of the Fall.  If Jesus had not been born in a manner that broke the lineal descent from Adam, He would not have been free from the curse.  But the lineal descent HAS BEEN BROKEN!  THE SECOND ADAM HAS COME.  His conception by the Holy Spirit marked Him off as God with us.  His birth by a woman identified Him as a near Kinsman in the flesh.

· Jesus = Our Kinsman Redeemer

· “The righteous demands of redemption, which presuppose a supernatural birth, are fully realized in Jesus, our go’el, our Kinsman Redeemer.  Jesus became a blood relative of fallen humanity through the virgin birth.  Jesus alone had sufficient merit as the sinless Son of God to pay the ransom for sinners.  Jesus, of His own volition, laid down His life to purchase the redemption of a fallen race.  Jesus has entered into a new relationship with those of us who believe, in which He serves as the bridegroom and we are the bride of Christ.”

(The above 5 points were gleaned from an article by S. Oldham in SBC Today.)

VI. THE VIRGIN BIRTH (CHRISTMAS) MEANS NOT ONLY I (WE) CAN BE FORGIVEN, BUT WE CAN BE DELIVERED FROM “FLESH LIVING”
· “to redeem those who were under law”

· Under law positionally – we could never be good enough

· Under law’s power – a defeated spirit; no ability to change our inner man is in bondage

THE NEED

· Forgiveness through a Payment (the Cross)

· Present Deliverance through a Supernatural Change

· “You must be born again”

· “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men”

Christmas means that we have a supernatural God who sent His Son to deliver you through His power.  In order to receive that gift, we must acknowledge our need and yield to him.  Has the significance of what God has done in His Son “hit home” to your heart today. Open your heart to Christ, let Him change YOU.
